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agreeable to him to keep him at the fort; that he
would oblige us, and do a service to this poor aban-
doned creature. He, who honored us with his affec-
tion, granted our request readily; now this poor boy,
seeing that he has lost the friendship of sieur de [32]
Caén, goes over to sieur du Plessis.* This was but
going from bad to worse. For sieur du Plessis,
knowing his knavish tricks, and desiring that he
should live with us, rejected him, promising him
his friendship provided that he would spend some
months in our house, where he might resume the du-
ties of a good Christian. Monsieur de Ca&én treated
him in the same way ; behold him thus excluded from
the fort. Nothing was lacking but that he should
in some way be abandoned by the Savages also.
He had married the daughter of Manitougache; she,
having become somewhat dissatisfied with him, left
him. Such are the nuptial ties of the Savages, who
bind themselves by only a loose knot; but little is
necessary to separate them, unless they have chil-
dren, for then they do not leave each other so easily.
Being thus repulsed, he came and threw himself
into our arms, which were only [33] too widely
opened for him. We provided him with a suit of
French clothes, that a valet de chambre of sieur du
Plessis gave him. In short, we gave him as warm a
welcome as was possible, returning a thousand thanks
to the good God for having answered our prayers.
Now, having gained this advantage, I begin to
work incessantly. I make conjugations, declensions
and some little syntax, and a dictionary,* with in-
credible trouble, for I was compelled sometimes to
ask twenty questions to understand one word, so
changeable was my master’s way of teaching. Oh,



